
 

  

Inequality and Democracy in Central Eastern Europe: 
People, Parties, and Institutions 

Cluster of Excellence “The Politics of Inequality,” University of Konstanz 

Day 1: July 1st  

1. Parties, Protests and Democracy (9:15-11:30, Y213) → OPEN 
Discussant: Tine Paulsen 

Lenka 
Buštíková 

Conservative Organizations and Illiberal Voters 

David Knoll Democratic Ambiguity and the Paradox of Tolerance: Strategies of 
Justifying Means of Militant Democracy in Historical and Contempo-
rary Czech and German Parliamentary Debates 

 
 

2. Keynote and Inequality Colloquium: Isabela Mares (11:45-13:15, Y213) → 
OPEN 

Chair: Tyler Brown 
 

Lunch 

13:15-14:45 
 

3. Ethnicity and Strategic Voting (14:45-16:15, Y213) → CLOSED 
Discussant: Lotem Halevy 

Jan 
Rovny 

Circumstantial Liberals: 
Ethnic Minorities, Political Competition, and Democracy 

Mary Shi-
raef 

Strategic Identity Responses to Ancestral Repression: Lessons from Al-
bania's Greek Minority during and after Communism 



 

  

Coffee Break 

16:15-16:30  
 

4. Laura Jakli: Engineering Extremism: How Popularity Cues Activate Latent Ex-
treme Attitudes (Book) (16:30-18:00, Y213) → OPEN 

Discussant: Anna Grzymala-Busse 
 

Day 2: July 2nd 

5. Democratic Development (9:30-11:00, Y213) → CLOSED  
Discussant: Michael Bernhard  

Jason Wittenberg 
and Laura Jakli 

Is Popular Support for Autocracy a Problem of Information? 
Evidence from Survey Experiments in Hungary  

Tyler Brown The Effect of Local Institutions on Political Mobilization and 
Social Policy  

 

6. Parties, Protests and Democracy (11:00-12:30, Y213) → CLOSED 
Discussant: Ana Bracic 

Tomila Lankina To Live for Freedom: A History of Dissent in Russia 

Volha Charnysh 
Consequences of the Black Sea Slave Trade: Long-Run De-
velopment in Eastern Europe 

 

Lunch 

12:30-14:00 
 

7. Bogdan Popescu: Islam, Sultan, and the Printing Press: How Absence of the 
Printed Word Limited Development (Book) (14:00-15:15, Y213) → OPEN 

Discussant: Tomila Lankia  
 

Coffee Break 

15:15-15:30 
 

  



 

  

9. Democratic Backsliding: Mechanisms (15:30-16:45, Y213) 
Discussant: Lenka Buštíková  → OPEN 

Christina Zuber  
Majoritarian-Nationalist Persuasion, Transition Legacies,  
and Support for Democratic Backsliding in Europe 

Michael Bernhard 
Postrevolutionary Democracy and Fatal Polarization in Wei-
mar Germany 

 

Free time to enjoy the lake/Konstanz 

Day 3: July 3rd 

10. Lotem Halevy: The Liberal Origins of Fascism: The Politics of Access in the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire (10:00-11:20, Y326) → OPEN 

Discussant: Isabela Mares 
 

Coffee Break 

11:20-11:30 
 

11. Minority Rights (11:30-13:15, Y326) → CLOSED 
Discussant: Christina Zuber  

Daniel Bochsler Ethnic, Liberal, and Strategic Voters in Divided Societies 

Ana Bracic 
Exclusionary attitudes and support for punitive institutions: Ev-
idence from Austria and Slovenia 

 

Lunch  

13:15-14:15 
 

12. Closing discussion: Future directions in the study of the democratic conse-
quences of political and economic inequality through a historical and contem-
porary lens (14:15-15:15, Y326) 

Chair: Jason Wittenberg → CLOSED 
 

 

 


